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President’s Report
Vahan Margaryan CPD, GPD President

Hello fellow ASPE LA members, 
 
I hope this message finds you well. 
 
The annual ASPE LA Golf Tournament was held 
on April 17, 2026. We would like to thank the 
engineers, vendors, sponsors, and participants 
for their generous support. Special thanks go 
to our dedicated Golf Committee, led by Thura 

Zin, whose hard work helped make this event 
possible, and to our volunteers for their valuable 
efforts throughout the day. The tournament 
was a great success, highlighted by excellent 
networking opportunities, product showcases, 
friendly competition, and outstanding weather. 
We are grateful to everyone who helped 
make it a memorable event and appreciate 
the positive feedback from attendees, many 
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AMERICAN SOCIETY OF PLUMBING ENGINEERS LOS ANGELES CHAPTER 
 

May 13, 2026, Meeting 
“Technology & Innovations” 

By Distributed Energy Solutions (DES), Efficiency Solutions Engineering (ESE) 
LADWP 

 
 

WHAT YOU WILL LEARN:  
 
The presentation will cover the following topics, 
with time for questions: 

▪ Water Conservation, Pyramid of New Water 
Resources, LADWP UWMP Conservation 
Efforts and Historical Data 

▪ LADWP Water Quality Division 
▪ Energy Conservation, Energy Efficiency, 

Pyramid of building Electrification and 
Pyramid of Demand Side Management 

 
 
MEETING LOCATION: 
In Person: 
La Kretz Innovation Campus 
525 S Hewitt St, Los Angeles, CA 90013 
 
MEETING SCHEDULE: 
4:30 pm – Check in 
5:00 pm – Facilities, Labs tour (1st group) 
5:30 pm – Facilities, Labs tour (2nd group) 
6:00 pm – Dinner served 
6:30 pm – Presentation  
8:30 pm – Final comments 
9:00 pm – Check out 
 
COST:  
Meeting Fee: 
LADWP Sponsored event - ASPE members and 
affiliates are granted complimentary admission. 
Limited seating - RSVP is required. 
 
RSVP Online: 
RSVP 
 
By: May 6, 2026 
 

 THE SPEAKERS: 
     

- Armen Saiyan 
- Benjamin Wong 
- Johnathon Leung 
- Amir Tabakh 
- David Jacot 
 
If you have additional questions or needed 
information on this presentation, you can reach 
him at:  amir.tabakh@ladwp.com. 
 
 
For more information, visit our website 
@www.aspela.com. 
 

 

 

https://aspela.starchapter.com/meetinginfo.php
mailto:amir.tabakh%40ladwp.com?subject=
http://www.aspela.com
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Upcoming Events

of whom commented on the organization, 
welcoming atmosphere, and connections 
made throughout the day. 
 
Due to technical issues, the ASPE Los Angeles 
Chapter and ASPE Orange County Chapter 
have postponed the Heat Pump Seminar with 
Mr. Saum Nour to September 16. The event 
will still take place at Steven’s Steakhouse 
as originally planned. The venue deposit has 
already been paid, and the event flyer will be 
distributed once finalized by both the LA and 
OC boards. Please note that seating is limited, 
and early registration is strongly encouraged. 
Engineers will be given priority on a first-
come, first-served basis. The registration fee 
is $30, and attendees can look forward to 
tabletop displays for hands-on heat pump 
demonstrations. 
 
Our May meeting is scheduled to take place 
at the LADWP La Kretz Innovation Campus. 
Mr. Amir Tabakh, Vice President-Legislative, 
will serve as the moderator for a distinguished 
panel discussion featuring speakers from 
LADWP: Armen Saiyan, Benjamin Wong, 
Johnathon Leung, and David Jacot. The panel 
will explore topics related to efficiency and its 
influence on plumbing design and the broader 
industry. A facility tour will also be available. 
Please visit our website to view the meeting 
flyer, save May 13, 2026, on your calendar, and 
join us for this important event. An RSVP is 
required, as the attendee list must be shared 
with the facility one week prior to the event. 
Entry will not be permitted without an RSVP. 
 
The ASPE LA Chapter is also preparing for 
several upcoming events. The Family Picnic 
is planned for September, with the Picnic 
Committee currently finalizing the location 

Continued from page 1

Continued on page 15

ASPE LA Family Picnic
September 2026

LADWP La Kretz Meeting
Wednesday, May 13th, 2026

ASPE OC & ASPE LA Heat Pump 
Seminar
Thursday, September 17th, 2026

ASPE 2026 Convention
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
October 8th - 14th

ASPE LA Fishing Trip
Friday, August 14th, 2026
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Solution
Implementation

Strategy
Development

Business
Consultation

Not all “washdown diversion systems” are created equal.
Appearance isn’t performance. Look-alike washdown diversion systems may resemble
proven designs, but lack the reliability to protect stormwater systems. Fox Environmental
Systems is the original engineered solution — trusted, tested, and proven.

QUALITY.
PERFORMANCE.
COMPLIANCE. 

QUALITY.
PERFORMANCE.
COMPLIANCE. 

✔ Protecting California’s stormwater
for over 40 years.
✔ Proven in the Field - Over 5,000 Fox
systems installed
✔ Certified Performance - IAPMO
Certified - IGC 234-2016, File #10153
✔ Stocked in Anaheim, California

Why Engineers Specify Fox EnvironmentalWhy Engineers Specify Fox Environmental

5375 E Hunter Ave, Anaheim, CA 92807
714-888-2444 | www.delcosales.com

Specify with confidence. Specify Fox Environmental Systems. 
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One Mission.  
One Focus.  
No Distractions.
Emergency equipment isn’t just what we do.  
 It’s all we do. Your safety is too important to 
entrust to just anyone.  All Guardian emergency 
eyewash and shower products are inspected, fully 
assembled, and 100% water-tested in our Chicago 
facility, which means you receive the most reliable 
emergency equipment each time, every time.   
Your safety isn’t just a priority.  It’s our only priority.

Visit gesafety.com to learn more.

Represented by:

Mainline Sales
(877) 300-9346

New Representative: 
Mainline Sales

SAY WHAT? Los Angeles Proposes New TAX to Pay to Fix Street Lights Broken 
by Copper Wire Thieves
By Mike LaChance of The Gateway Pundit

The city of Los Angeles has a major street light problem. Thousands of the lights are out because 
thieves strip them of copper wire which they then turn around and sell for cash.

To deal with this problem and fix the lights, the city government is proposing a new TAX on the law 
abiding citizens who did not steal the copper wire. Can you even believe this?

The city wants to punish the people who didn’t ruin the street lights and make them pay to fix it. 
Unreal.

FOX 11 in Los Angeles reports:
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Technical Report
BY Thura Zin CPD, GPD

Hello fellow ASPE LA members, 
 
I hope this message finds you well. 
 
The ASPE Los Angeles Chapter held its monthly 
meeting on April 8, 2026, at the Courtyard by 
Marriott in Burbank. On behalf of the ASPE-
LA Board of Directors, we extend our sincere 
appreciation to Mr. Steve Kwiatkowski of AIRpipe 
USA for his informative presentation, “Compressed 
Air Systems.” We were pleased to have 45 ASPE 
members and design professionals in attendance 
and thank everyone for their continued support 
and participation. If you would like a copy of the 
presentation, please feel free to contact us. 
 
Our upcoming May meeting will take place on May 

13, 2026, at the LADWP La Kretz Innovation Campus 
in Los Angeles. This meeting will feature a panel 
discussion on “Technology & Innovations,” presented 
by Distributed Energy Solutions (DES) and Efficiency 
Solutions Engineering (ESE) of LADWP. Featured 
speakers include Mr. Armen Saiyan, Mr. Benjamin 
Wong, Mr. Johnathon Leung, Mr. David Jacot, 
and ASPE-LA Vice President-Legislative, Mr. Amir 
Tabakh. The discussion will cover topics including 
water conservation, LADWP water quality initiatives, 
and energy efficiency strategies such as building 
electrification and demand-side management. Prior 
to the meeting, attendees will have the opportunity 
to participate in facility lab tours, with check-in 
beginning at 4:30 PM and tours scheduled for 5:00 
PM and 5:30 PM. Please refer to the event flyer for 
additional details and remember that an RSVP is 

Continued on page 11
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For-DESIGN ENGINEERS
LOOKING AT SOLUTIONS
FOR OUTDOOR WASH
DOWN POLLUTION

Re: Outdoor Wash Down Pollution Solutions 
Hello Design ENGINEERS, we have a onetime fix for your outdoor wash down pollution problems.

We have products for all types of washdown areas such as Beach, Deck & Pool Showers, Fire Truck washing, 
Outdoor Cooking areas, Parking lot runoff, Dog Parks and Kennels, Dog Grooming, Animal shelters, Chemical 
washdown Showers for First Responders and all other imaginable OUTDOOR washing sites. 

We have built and supplied pollution solutions for 49 years. Our Diversion products are American Made in 
Mechanicsville, VA, Lead Free Brass or Stainless-Steel Valves, IAPMO approved. 

Our products are number 1 in Appearance, Construction, Performance and Warranty. Our in-ground pits are 
heavy duty molded fiberglass or stainless steel with H20 ADA cast iron grates & frames, SS silt and solids basket. 
We have a baffled outlet to stormwater tor electric free first flush protection. 

Our Diversion Valves are automatically operated by water or air pressure, NO ELECTRIC needed & we give a 
Lifetime Warranty on the complete unit. 

We custom build pits to fit difficult site requirements and our exposed grates can be in acceptable colors to blend in
with high end home and neighborhood decors. 

Thanks for taking a look, you can find more specs and information on the eeeusa.net website. 

Regards, 

Wastewater Diversion Systems, Inc. 

MADE IN AMERICA

WASTEWATER
   DIVERSION
    SYSTEMS, INC.

1977 - 2026

PO Box 389
Mechanicsville, 
VA 23111

P: 804-730-1280
E: foxwwdsusa@aol.com

W: eeeusa.net

THE BEST DIVERSION SYSTEMS
W    RLDWIDE

First Flush 
Containment

Trash Can 
Wash Out

Beach, Deck, 
Pool Showers

Undersink Dish
Water Transfer

Chemical Shower DD 400 & DD 600 
Vehicle & other Wash Down
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1450 Railroad Street
Corona, CA 92882-6929

WWW.RENCOSALES.COM

o�ce - 800.273.6267
fax - 951.371.3635

cell - 951.339.0153
matthewf@rencosales.com

Matthew Farrell

MANUFACTURERS REPRESENTATIVE

IN
C.SALE

RENCO

IN
C.SALES

fax - ariz/nev - 877.251.2659

Los Angeles voters to weigh fee increase for streetlight repairs amid copper theft concerns

A citywide plan to replace thousands of broken streetlights across Los Angeles could come with a cost 
increase for property owners under a proposed Proposition 218 assessment.

Mayor Karen Bass is urging voters to approve the measure, which would raise property-owner fees 
by an estimated 120% to help fund a $125 million program aimed at replacing more than 200,000 
streetlights citywide. City officials say the current system generates roughly $45 million and has not 
been significantly updated since the 1990s, when Proposition 218 was adopted by California voters to 
require property-owner approval for new or increased local assessments.

Under the law, the city cannot raise streetlighting fees without a majority vote from affected property 
owners, a process that has kept much of the funding system largely unchanged for decades.

Ballots are expected to be mailed this week.

Across Los Angeles, officials say copper theft continues to worsen infrastructure problems, with 
thieves stripping wire from underground fiber lines and disabling streetlights in neighborhoods across 
the city. More than 32,000 streetlight repair requests remain pending.

Wouldn’t it make more sense to enforce the law and punish people for stealing the copper wire? Isn’t 
that the logical fix for this problem?

When did punishing criminals become a controversial approach to governing a city, and why should 
the already burdened taxpayers have to fix this problem? Don’t they pay enough in taxes?

Continued from page 6
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Continued from page 7

required to attend. 
 
We also had an excellent turnout at the ASPE Los Angeles 62nd Annual Donald F. Dickerson Golf 
Tournament held on April 17, 2026, at Brookside Golf & Country Club, with 136 participants in attendance. 
We would like to extend our sincere thanks to our sponsors for their generous support, including Platinum 
Sponsors Mainline Sales and Victaulic; Gold Sponsors Delco Sales, Dawson Company, Weil Aquatronics, 
Signature Sales, Delta Q, and Rheem/Mega Western Sales; Silver Sponsors Lubrizol, Culligan Water, Viega, 
Jomar Valve, and Daybreak Technologies, Inc.; and Bronze Sponsor Kohler. In addition, eight manufacturers 
participated with tabletop presentations across both courses, contributing to a successful and engaging 
event. 
 
Registration is now open for the 2026 ASPE Convention & Expo, which will take place in Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma, from October 8–14, 2026. If you are planning to attend, we encourage you to book your hotel 
accommodations early, as estimated daily rates range from $200 to $265 including taxes. Early bird 
registration is available through June 15 and offers a savings of $70 per person. Please visit the ASPE website 
for additional information. 
 
We encourage member involvement and welcome your input. If you have suggestions for future technical 
program topics, please feel free to reach out to any member of the Board. Stay connected by monitoring 
your email for announcements and visiting the Technical Calendar on our website for updates on upcoming 
events. 
 
Thank you for your continued participation and support. We look forward to seeing you at our upcoming 
meetings. 
 
Stay safe and take care.
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1450 Railroad Street

Corona, CA 92882

Phone: (951)371-8848

Fax: (951)371-3635

Rectangular under walk drainage 
pipe and fittings, water heater 

pans, and duck-pullers 
WWW.AQUADUCKSYSTEMS. COM

Thermostatic mixing valves, Keltech 
heaters, wash-fountains, emergency 

equipment, showers, lavatories, 
patient care, anti-ligature

WWW.BRADLEYCORP.COM

DIV 22 DIV 10

Bathroom accessories, Elvari designer 
accessories, phenolic lockers, 

benches, cubbies and partitions, Euro 
partitions, stainless steel partitions 

WWW.BRADLEYCORP.COM

Commercial, industrial, institutional, 
food service, electronic, laboratory, 

and light commercial faucets
WWW.CHICAGOFAUCETS.COM

Specialty products and plumbing 
fixtures designed for every 

application, including shower floors, 
mop basins, pet wash stations, and 

more
WWW.FIATPRODUCTS.COM

Flexible gas corrugated 
stainless steel tubing, fittings, 

and accessories
WWW.GASTITE.COM

High quality designer 
bathroom towel bars, 

mirrors, shower curtain rods, 
and counter-top accessories

WWW.GATCO-INC.COM

High-security plumbing fixtures 
and electronic controls for 

correctional, behavioral health, 
and institutional facilities 

WWW.I-CON.COM

Laboratory service panels, 
utility controllers and 

solenoid
WWW.ISIMET.COM

Commercial drainage products, 
stainless steel push-fit pipe and 
fittings, trench drains, stainless 

steel drains
WWW.JOSAM.COM

Adjustable nylon based roof 
supports, mechanical supports, 

and tracking
WWW.MAPAPRODUCTS.COM

Supplier of globally sourced, code-
compliant plumbing and PVF 

products for use in residential, 
commercial and industrial

WWW.MATCO-NORCA.COM

Seismic, stainless steel, 
bronze, and teflon hose 

assemblies in sizes ranging 
from 1/4" to 12" diameter 

WWW.GLOBALFELXMFG.COM

Plumbing specialty in cast brass 
P-traps, sink and lavatory drain
strainers, Pro-Wrap ADA, and

heavy-pattern supply stops
WWW.MCGUIREMFG.COM

Since 1910 water delivery 
system, Quasar, botttle fillers, 
drinking fountains, retrofit for 

existing fountains, outdoor 
wall mount 

WWW.OASISCOOLERS.COM

PVC DWV, Sch40 PVC Piping, Sch80 
PVC, SDR Gasketed, SDR Solvent 

Weld, Sch40 Gas Piping, Reclaimed 
Water Piping, Electrical Conduit 

Piping

WWW.PACIFICPLASTICS.US

Terrazzo mop sinks, shower 
pans, and outdoor fountains 

and showers 
WWW.STERNWILLIAMS.COM

Complete line of 
bath wastes, tub 

trim kits, and 
lavatory drain 

accessories

WWW.WATCOMFG.COM

Commercial/Residential wall, roof, 
and yard hydrants for warm and 

freezing climates

WWW.WOODFORDMFG.COM

Grooved mechanical piping systems, 
couplings, fittings, valves, and 

accessories for commercial and 
industrial applications

WWW.GROOVJOINT.COM

Expansion tanks, pressure vessels, 
and hydronic system components 

for plumbing, HVAC, and solar 
applications

WWW.ZILMETUSA.COM
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1450 Railroad Street
Corona, CA 92882-6929

WWW.RENCOSALES.COM

tel - 951.371.8848
fax - 951.371.3635
cell - 951.833.2805

mikeb@rencosales.com

Mike Brown

MANUFACTURERS REPRESENTATIVE

IN
C.SALE

RENCO

IN
C.SALES
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Continued from page 3

and date. The 2026 ASPE Convention will be held in Oklahoma City from October 8–14, with nine 
delegates representing the LA Chapter. Members who attended the last twelve meetings may be 
eligible to serve as delegates. The annual fishing trip is scheduled for August 14, and a flyer with 
additional details will be distributed soon. More information on these events will be shared as it 
becomes available. 
 
Be well, stay well.
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Anaheim Headquarters
659 E. Ball Road | Anaheim, CA 92805

Customer Care (877) 300-9346 
cs@mlsalesinc.com | www.mlsalesinc.com

Mainline Sales has over forty years experience as a professional manufacturers’  
representative firm covering California, Nevada, Arizona, and Hawaii :

-    Plumbing (Residential & Commercial)
-    Mechanical
-    Fire Protection

Mainline Sales operates (6) distribution centers and (7) offices strategically locat-
ed in Anaheim, San Diego, The Bay, Sacramento, Las Vegas, Phoenix, and Hawaii 
which are supported by a seasoned staff of professionals that are dedicated to 
satisfying the value chain (specifiers, architects, builders, contractors, municipalities 
and distributors) from the initial specification through the final shipment, and after-
market service of installed product.

We believe in delivering superior results for the manufacturers we have the honor of 
representing, by supporting our strategic relationships with the best people, systems, 
and analytics.

-    Industrial
-    Irrigation
-    Waterworks (Water & Sewer). 
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Josam proudly offers a comprehensive portfolio of drainage products that meet stringent       

   federal procurement laws, including the Buy American Act (BAA), Build America, Buy  

     America Act (BABA), Trade Agreements Act (TAA), and American Iron and Steel (AIS)  

        regulations. Josam’s compliance solutions ensure reliability, quality, and peace of mind. 

Made to comply. 
Made to last.
Your Trusted Partner for Domestic 
Compliant Drainage Solutions.

Learn More

Designed for federally funded projects such as 

• Military Bases

• Waste Water Treatment Plants

• Government Buildings

• Hospitals

• Airports

• Universities
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Los Angeles Chapter 

American Society of Plumbing Engineers

Officers - Board of Directors
Published by American Society of Plumbing Engineers, Los Angeles Chapter

www.aspela.com // news.aspela.com

Over fifty years of dedication to the health and safety of the Southern California Community.
A non-profit corporation. Local chapters do not speak for the society.

President 
VAHAN MARGARYAN, CPD, 

GPD
ARUP

(310) 422-7425
vahan.margaryan@arup.com

Women of ASPE Region 4 
Liaison

LINDA DEUNAY
Enviro Products West

(818) 687-6910
linda@epwest.com

Chapter Affiliate Liaison:
GUILLERMO NEGRON

Lixil
giullermo.negron@lixil.com

Chairman Board of 
Governors

COREY NAKANISHI
PBS Engineers, Inc.

cnakanishi@pbsengineers.
com

Corresponding Secretary
NOELLE MELZER

Spears Manufacturing

nmelzer@spearsmfg.net

Treasurer
EDGAR OCHOA

Southcoast Engineering 
Group

(818) 224-2700
eochoa@sceginc.com

Administrative Secretary
JEFF ATLAS

Rinnai
(661) 478-4565

aspenews@gmail.com

Editor
MATT FARRELL
Renco Sales, Inc.

(951)339-0153
news.aspela@gmail.com

Vice President Technical
THURA ZIN CPD, GPD

ARUP
(310) 650-7734

thurazin53@gmail.com

Vice President Legislative
AMIR TABAKH

LADWP
amir.tabakh@ladwp.com

Vice President Membership
GABRIEL STARKMAN

WAHASO - Water Harvesting Solutions
GabrielS@wahaso.com


