
May Meeting
Date:	 May 8, 2024

Time:	 Check-in will start at 		
	 4:30pm. Presentation to 	
	 begin at 6:30 pm (see p. 2)

Place:  	 LADWP La Kretz
	 Innovation Campus
	 525 South Hewitt Street	
	 Los Angeles CA  90013

Program:	 Water Demand Calculator

Speaker:	 Mr. Christoph Lohr P.E. 	
	 CPD, LEED AP BD+C Vice 	
	 President of Technical 	
	 Services & Research
	 IAPMO
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At the last month meeting, members had the 
privilege of hearing from Elizabeth Abell, 
a renowned expert from Pattons Medical, 

whose presentation left a lasting impact on attendees. With her extensive 
experience and insightful perspectives, Elizabeth Abell's presentation was 
a highlight of the event. The positive response from attendees reflected the 
impact of Elizabeth Abell's presentation. Members were not only inspired 
but also equipped with valuable insights to apply in their respective 
roles. In conclusion, Elizabeth Abell's presentation was a testament to the 
quality of speakers ASPE LA brings to its meetings, offering members 
unparalleled opportunities to learn from industry experts and enhance their 
professional growth.

Because of her presentation, the April meeting attendance went up to 45 
members. This is the best after we started in person meeting last year. See inside for Details...

	PRESIDENT'S REPORT
	Thura Zin CPD, GPD
	President

Future events include:

  • Fishing Trip!		  TBD
  • Golf! (tentative)		  6-14-24

I want to remind our members, for this month's May 8th meeting which will be held at the LADWP La 
Kretz Innovation Campus. The meeting will start early and there will be two facility tours. The topic will 
be “Peak Water Demand Calculator” presented by Christoph Lohr - Vice President of Technical Services and 
Research, IAPMO. Without RSVP we are not able to let you in, due to the limited space at LADWP’s facility. 
Please RSVP early to get your seat.
 

please continue reading on page 21

April speaker:
By Elizabeth Abell, ASSE 6060
Medical and Laboratory Gas Consultant 
PATTONS MEDICAL
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AMERICAN SOCIETY OF PLUMBING ENGINEERS LOS ANGELES CHAPTER

May 8, 2024, Meeting
“Water Demand Calculator”

By Mr. Christoph Lohr P.E. CPD, LEED AP BD+C 
Vice President of Technical Services and Research 

IAPMO

WHAT YOU WILL LEARN: 

Using the IAPMO Water Demand Calculator for 
new residential construction significantly reduces 
water aging, delivers hot water faster, generates 
significant construction cost savings, reduces the 
carbon footprint of the structure, and subsequently 
saves on water- and water heating-related energy 
utility bills for the entire life of the plumbing 
system.

MEETING LOCATION:
In Person:
LADWP La Kretz Innovation Campus 
525 South Hewitt Street Los Angeles CA 90013.

MEETING SCHEDULE:
4:30 pm – Check in.
5:00pm – Facilities tour (First group)
5:30pm – Facilities tour (Second group)
6:00pm – Dinner served. 
6:30 pm – 8:30 pm – Presentation 

COST: Pay at door only
Meeting Fee:
RSVP - $55 and Retired BOD: $30

RSVP Online:
RSVP
By:  May 6, 2024

No entry without RSVP

THE SPEAKER:

           
Christoph Lohr is IAPMO’s Vice President of 
Technical Services and Research. As part of his 
duties he provides industry leadership through 
participation in strategic industry initiatives, and 
provide technical support to all IAPMO’s 
business units as needed. Christoph has over a 
decade of experience in designing plumbing 
systems and has a reputation as a results-
oriented expert, particularly in the realm of 
balancing waterborne pathogen prevention and 
water sustainability. He consistently looks to 
find long-term, holistic solutions that positively 
impact public health and safety of plumbing 
systems and improving strategy development. 
Christoph shapes the industry by regularly 
sharing his thoughts via speaking engagements 
and writing. He is a distinguished graduate from 
the Virginia Military Institute, with a Bachelor 
of Science in Mechanical Engineering.

If you have additional questions or needed 
information on his presentation, you can reach 
him at: Christoph.Lohr@iapmo.org

For more information, visit our website 
www.aspela.com.
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Our new schedule has just been released. Make sure you reserve your seat today! Below 
is our latest State-Funded BIM/CADD training schedule.

For Seat Reservations Please Contact Barry at (949) 393-8866 or email me at 
barry@ach.edu or barry@westech.edu for registration.
See you in training!

Location: Online
Class: Revit (MEP)
Day: Monday & Wednesday
Time: 5:30 pm - 9:30 pm
Meeting Dates: *JANUARY- 24, 29, 31 *FEBRUARY- 5, 7,12, 14, 21, 26, 28 
*MARCH- 4, 6, 11, 13, 18, 20, 25, 27 *APRIL- 1, 3, 8, 10, 15, 17, 22

Online Training
Live Instructor (Virtual) / Interactive
Location: Online
Class: Revit (Architectural)
Day: Tuesday & Thursday
Time: 5:30 pm - 9:30 pm
Meeting Dates: *JANUARY- 23, 25, 30 *FEBRUARY- 1, 6, 8, 13, 15, 20, 22, 27, 29 
*MARCH- 5, 7, 12, 14, 19, 21, 26, 28 *APRIL- 2, 4, 9, 11, 16

Location: Online
Class: AutoCAD
Day: Tuesday & Thursday 
Time: 5:30 pm - 9:30 pm
Meeting Dates: * JANUARY- 23, 25, 30 *FEBRUARY- 1, 6, 8, 13, 15, 20, 22, 27, 29 
*MARCH- 5, 7, 12, 14, 19, 21, 26, 28 *APRIL- 2, 4, 9, 11, 16

**Schedule is subject to change

Copyright © *|2023|* *|American Career College*, All rights reserved.

2024 State-Funded Online CADD/BIM Training Schedule
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One Mission.  
One Focus.  
No Distractions.
Emergency equipment isn’t just what we do.  
 It’s all we do. Your safety is too important to 
entrust to just anyone.  All Guardian emergency 
eyewash and shower products are inspected, fully 
assembled, and 100% water-tested in our Chicago 
facility, which means you receive the most reliable 
emergency equipment each time, every time.   
Your safety isn’t just a priority.  It’s our only priority.

Visit gesafety.com to learn more.

Represented by:

Mainline Sales
(877) 300-9346

New Representative: 
Mainline Sales

www.h2odegree.com/aspela.php

(215) 788-8485
contact our local representative Keyline Sales at (562) 904-3910.
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TECHNICAL  REPORT
Vahan Margaryan CPD, GPD
V.P. Technical

continued on page 14

We had such a great turnout for our April meeting – 
we were just a bit shy from 50 attendees. The Medical 
air and vacuum presentation by Elizabeth Abell from 
Pattons Medical brought a huge group of engineers 
and affiliates. Also, it was great to see a big group of 
attendees from Murray Co. Special shout out to our April 
presenter, Elizabeth Abell. Her great presentation, and 
visual slides were keeping attendees very engaged and 
passionate to learn about medical/lab air and vacuum 
systems. Also, something to highlight is that just before 
our meeting it was announced that Pattons Medical has 
become an Affiliate Partner of ASPE! ASPE’s Affiliate 
Partner program was created to help ASPE members 
design the most technologically advanced plumbing 
systems, and Pattons Medical joins more than 50 of the 
industry’s top manufacturers to achieve this goal. Well 
done Pattons Medical!

It is that time of the year again – our ASPE LA Chapter 
May 8th meeting will be held at the LADWP La Kretz 

AT LAST – IT’S ARRIVED!

Download the Engineer’s 
Specifier Guide from  
www.aqua-rex.com

Scale Down. Soften Up.

aqua-rex.com 877-640-2170

 

 
 
 

Report Number:   200-10081-6352 Project No.: 29225 
 
Report Issued:  February 26, 2018.  
 
Client: Aqua-Rex  

3301 Spring Mountain Road Ste 18 
Las Vegas, NV 89102                                                    Contact: Jonny Seccombe                 

       
Source of Samples: The samples were shipped to IAPMO R&T Lab from Aqua-Rex, and received in 

good condition on October 11, 2017.  
  
Date of Testing: October 25, 2017 through December 15, 2017. 
 

Sample Description: Scale Prevention Device; model: Aqua-Rex WK1-E. 

Scope of Testing: The purpose of the testing is to determine the efficacy of the Scale Prevention 
Device per section 5 of IAPMO IGC 335-2018, entitled “Rapid Scaling Test for 
Scale Prevention Devices”. 

 
CONCLUSION:  When tested per Section 5 of IAPMO IGC 335-2018, Aqua-Rex WK1-E reduced 

scaling by 83% when applied to Las Vegas water heated to 180ºF.

 
Tested by, Reviewed by, 
 
 

                                                         
Hanks Ninh, Project Engineer                                               Sean Vuu, P.E., Manager, Specialty Projects 

Page 1 of 7 
 

All testing and sample preparation for this report was performed under the continuous, direct supervision of IAPMO R&T Lab, unless otherwise stated. The observations, test results and 
conclusions in this report apply only to the specific samples tested and are not indicative of the quality or performance of similar or identical products. Only the Client shown above is 
authorized to copy or distribute the report, and then only in its entirety. Any use of the IAPMO R&T Lab name for the sale or advertisement of the tested material, product or service must first 
be approved in writing by IAPMO R&T Lab. 

 
 
 

Report Number:   200-10081-6352 Project No.: 29225 
 
Report Issued:  January 12, 2018.  
 
Client: Aqua-Rex  

3301 Spring Mountain Road Ste 18 
Las Vegas, NV 89102                                                    Contact: Jonny Seccombe                 

       
Source of Samples: The samples were shipped to IAPMO R&T Lab from Aqua-Rex, and received in 

good condition on October 11, 2017.  
  
Date of Testing: October 25, 2017 through December 15, 2017. 
 

Sample Description: Scale Prevention Device; model: Aqua-Rex WK1-E. 

Scope of Testing: The purpose of the testing is to determine the efficacy of the Scale Prevention 
Device per section 5 of IAPMO IGC 335-2017, entitled “Rapid Scaling Test for 
Scale Prevention Devices”. 

 
CONCLUSION:  We certify that the Aqua-Rex WK1-E reduced scaling by 82% when applied to 

Las Vegas water heated to 180ºF.

 
Tested by, Reviewed by, 
 
 

                                                         
Hanks Ninh, Project Engineer                                               Sean Vuu, P.E., Manager, Specialty Projects 

5001 E. Philadelphia Street
Ontario, California - USA 91761 - 2816
Ph: 909-472-4100  |  Fax: 909-472-4243 

http://www.iapmortl.org
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Independent third-party performance 
verification under a US test protocol for a 
Physical Water Conditioner - the alternative 
to the conventional water softener.

• AT LOW COST
 (You can’t afford not to treat hard water anymore)

• ZERO PLANT ROOM FOOTPRINT  
 (Attaches to the wall or to pipe work)

• ZERO SERVICING 
 (No Salt)

• ZERO MAINTENANCE  
 (Which means it is 100% reliable)

• WARRANTED FOR 20 YEARS

Case Study: Panorama Towers, Las Vegas, NV.
$55,000

$168,000
$500,000

$200

Cost to install:
Savings over conventional softener in year one:

Estimated 3-year savings: 
Annual Running Costs:

Just what you’ve been waiting for!

Innovation Campus – courtesy of ASPE LA longtime 
supporter Amir Tabakh and his Team! RSVP is 
required for this event - please keep in mind that there 
will be no entry without RSVP. So act accordingly 
and reserve your spot. Facility showcasing multiple 
hi-efficiency research rooms, innovative strategies 
and emerging technologies. Two tours (at 4:30pm 
and 5:00pm) throughout the facility are offered. Plan 
to be there on time to participate on tours. ASPE LA 
Borad of Directors purposely scheduled water demand 
calculation presentation by IAMPO’s Vice President of 
Technical Services and Research Christoph Lohr as we 
expect attendees from LADBS, LADWP, SoCal Gas 
and many other public agencies. Expected presentation 
time is 2 hours – so 0.2 CEUs will be credited to CPD/
PE/CPDT attendees. 
 
Here is the list of other upcoming ASPE LA events:
1.	 ASPE Golf Tournament is scheduled for June 14th 

at Brookside Golf Club. Flyer with additional 
information is already in your inbox. For sponsorship 
opportunities please contact Thura or me.
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LEGISLATIVE REPORT 

From USA TODAY:

USA Today  News Story Offers Confusing Justification for Getting Rid of Natural Gas Cooking Appliances.
In response to requests from AGA BECS Committee members, Codes and Standards staff reviewed the Monday, 
November 11th USA Today story, “No More Fire in the Kitchen:  Cities are Banning Natural Gas in Homes to 
Save the Planet,” written by USA Today’s national correspondent, Elizabeth Weise.  The story presents a number 
of disparate, unconnected claims regarding bans of natural gas being promulgated in various community 
actions around the U. S., including the following:

•	 The article stresses that bans are associated with “new building codes,” when in fact they are a consequence 
of local legislative initiatives, not development through established code development processes.

•	 A “nation’s shift to carbon-neutral energy sources” is presumed by the author (inferring a “phase out” of 
natural gas) while admitting the growth of natural gas customers, citing an anecdote from AGA concerning 
customer growth.

•	 Natural gas emissions are cited as a primary source of carbon dioxide emissions but are referenced for natural 
gas power generation, not direct use in natural gas cooking or other consumer uses.  In fact, direct use of 
natural gas for cooking would reduce carbon dioxide emissions from cooking by roughly two-thirds over 
electric cooking using current electrical grid supplies.

•	 No natural gas usage or direct carbon dioxide emissions are reported, so that presumed climate benefits from 
eliminating natural gas cooking are claimed or substantiated.

•	 No mention of consumer safety is made, while fires from residential cooking are roughly double for electric 
cooking when compared to gas-fired cooking.

•	 The article extols the benefits of electric induction cooking without accounting for direct costs of the 
technology, indirect costs of suitable kitchen utensils, and potential safety issues related to electromagnetic 
field (EMF) generation.

AGA contribution to the story involved the customer growth anecdote mentioned earlier (estimated at one new 
natural gas customer added every minute) and description of the costs of all-electric construction. The anti-gas 
cooking stories continue to emerge as partial justification for “electrification”  and BECS Committee members 
have urged information be prepared to counter this type of confused negative, information that can be cited at 
model code hearings  or during state or local adoptions for justifying the removal of or prohibiting new natural 
gas applications. 
 
 
Jim Ranfone | Managing Director, Codes and Standards
American Gas Association 
400 N. Capitol St., NW | Washington, DC | 20001
P: 202-824-7310 | F: 202-824-9120 | jranfone@aga.org 
  
The American Gas Association represents more than 200 local energy companies committed to the safe and 
reliable delivery of clean natural gas to nearly 69 million customers throughout the nation.
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Introducing the next generation of piping systems 
for commercial plumbing

PP-RCT Piping Systems

Won’t Rust •  Lighter •  Easier, Faster and Safer Welds •  Better Flow Rates •  Less Heat Loss 

To learn more about 
Asahitec™ PP-RCT, request 
a Free Engineering Design Guide or 
schedule a  FREE lunch and learn 
at your of�ce  
Contact Asahi/America at:

Let us buy you lunch!

.

Request a 
FREE
ASPE 
certified 
presentation

• At your office
• Earn CEU & PDH credit

asahi@asahi-america.com
1-800-343-3618

www.asahi-america.com

FREE
ENGINEERING 
DESIGN GUIDE
Order one today!

Engineered for Potable Water and HVAC Systems

CPMCA
California Plumbing & Mechanical

Contractors Association

645 West 9th Street
Suite 700
Los Angeles, CA  90015
chip@cpmca.org

Toll Free:  (877) 481-3040
Tel:  (213) 417-9177
Fax:  (213) 417-9180

www.cpmca.org

Chip Martin
Executive Director

1006 Brighton Court 
Vacaville, California 95687

Brett Barron

C  714-904-2954
P  707-451-9335
F  707-451-9445

                  
brett@daybreaktech.com  
MANUFACTURERS’ REPRESENTATIVE

SoCal Account Manager

2500 E Imperial Hwy. #201         
Brea, CA. 92821-6121www.daybreaktech.com

Donald F. Dickerson Associates
consulting engineers

[818] 385.3600
[310] 277.1865

FAX [818] 990.1669
aktrafton@dfda1.com

18425 Burbank Blvd., Suite 404
Tarzana, CA 91356

April K. Trafton
President
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Stainless Steel & Terrazzo 
Plumbing Fixtures

Portable, surface, and wall 
mounted hand washing 

solutions.

Thermostatic Mixing Valves & 
Electronic Tempering Systems. Eye Washes, Eye/Face Washes, 

Emergency Drench Showers, 
Hoses, & Mixing Valves.

Vacuum Plumbing Systems for 
Correctional, Commercial, 
Water Conservation, and 

Infection Prevention.

Polypropylene (PP-R) Pipe for 
use in pressurized plumbing 

and mechanical systems of all 
sizes.

Refrigeration Copper Press 
Fitting for VRF Applications.

Instantaneous Mini Tank & 
Tankless Electric Water Heater 

Solutions for Point of Use 
Applications.

Energy Efficient Heat Pump 
Water Heaters for Commercial 

and Industrial Applications

Access Panels, Lead Roof 
Flashings, and Roof Access 

Hatches.

Engineered Plumbing & 
Drainage Products.

3 PSI Differential Trap Primers, 
Electronic Trap Primers, 

Distribution Units, and Water 
Hammer Arrestors.

Polypropylene, Polymer 
Concrete, Stainless Steel, Cast 

Iron, and Fiberglass Trench 
Drain Solutions

Faucets, Tubs, Lavatories, & 
Accessories for Kitchen and

 Bathroom Applications.
Bronze, Brass & Cast Iron Gate, 

Globe & Check Ball Valves.

Indoor/Outdoor Drinking 
Fountains, Water Coolers, 

Bottle Fillers, & Hand Washing 
Stations.

Custom Solutions for Modern 
Luxury Hospitality and 

Commercial Restrooms.

Fire Protection Products. Sump, Effluent & Sewage 
Controls, Engineered Custom 
Controls, Embedded Controls, 
Ceramic Filtration Solutions.

Stainless Steel Surgical Scrub 
Sinks, Toilets, & Accessories for 

Health Facilities.

Anne Yardley
ayardley@elmcostewart.com

15070 Proctor Ave., City of Industry, CA 91746 Phone: (626) 333-9942 - www.elmcostewart.com
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



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Anaheim Headquarters
659 E. Ball Road | Anaheim, CA 92805

Customer Care (877) 300-9346 
cs@mlsalesinc.com | www.mlsalesinc.com

Mainline Sales has over forty years experience as a professional manufacturers’  
representative firm covering California, Nevada, Arizona, and Hawaii :

-    Plumbing (Residential & Commercial)
-    Mechanical
-    Fire Protection

Mainline Sales operates (6) distribution centers and (7) offices strategically locat-
ed in Anaheim, San Diego, The Bay, Sacramento, Las Vegas, Phoenix, and Hawaii 
which are supported by a seasoned staff of professionals that are dedicated to 
satisfying the value chain (specifiers, architects, builders, contractors, municipalities 
and distributors) from the initial specification through the final shipment, and after-
market service of installed product.

We believe in delivering superior results for the manufacturers we have the honor of 
representing, by supporting our strategic relationships with the best people, systems, 
and analytics.

-    Industrial
-    Irrigation
-    Waterworks (Water & Sewer). 
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Treating Water as a Resource ™waREPRESENTING:

ACCESSORY LINES

SERVING THE BUILDING TRADES SINCE 1962

Submersible and dry pit non-clog sewage, effluent and wastewater pumps

HVAC specialties

Control panels, alarms Custom fabricated steel basins, covers and frames

13630 San Antonio Drive | Norwalk, California 90650 | TEL 800-74-PUMPS | SAN DIEGO 619-233-1716 | LAS VEGAS 702-388-7300

www.weilaquatronics.com   info@weilaquatronics.comCalifornia Contractor's State License Board #988960

Air separators Butterfly valves

DRAINMAX Tunnel Infiltration Products for On-Site Detention

High performance self-priming and end suction centrifugal pumps

Worldwide manufacturer of high efficiency pumps, stainless steel circulators
and multi-stage pumps

Air-operated, clog-proof, odor-free Pneumatic Ejectors

Grinder pumps, cutter pumps, vortex, jacketed pumps, and portable dewatering pumps

Triple duty valves

Fiberglass sump basins Elevator sumps, holding tanks, and alarms

Flex connectors Heat exchangers

AQUALOOP Greywater, Rainwater and Stormwater Treatment
• 6 Log Reduction of Bacteria (99.9999%) and 99.7% Virus Removal
• NSF 350 Certification

Standard heavy-wall ductile iron volutes and 17-4 PH stainless steel shafts

State of the art variable speed EC motors and controls

Self-priming Diaphragm Pumps for viscous liquids

Submersible, vertical, and dry pit sewage and sump pumps; stainless steel and 
high temperature options
Condensate return, boiler feed, and circulating pumps
Submersible and vertical grinder pumps, “Slicer” pumps, vortex pumps, “Scum 
Blaster” systems, prefabricated lift stations
High efficiency water pressure booster system packages, UL and NSF certified

High temperature and corrosion resistant pumps

Suction diffusers

Level sensors
Grease waste transfer systems

Strainers Flow metering devices

Shimless impeller adjustment and cartridge-type SC/TC mechanical seals

NSF 61 certified for domestic water

High-pressure positive displacement Plunger pumps

10 GPM to over 10,000 GPM, 1/2 HP to over 500 HP

Expansion tanks Hydropneumatic tanks ASME pressure vessels

Non-chemical water treatment using ozone technologies
For decorative lakes, fountains, aquariums, swimming pools and other open 
systems
AquaPakTM EWS emergency water supply packages for critical facilities (OSHPD) 
Cooling tower water treatment and CleanStream™ filtration packages

UL- and ETL-listed packaged variable and constant speed pumping systems 
Domestic water, HVAC, irrigation, and fire pump packages
Emergency water storage systems for critical facilities
Each system full factory-tested and warranted
HVAC Pumps and accessories, custom engineering and design capabilities

Strong and durable fiberglass reinforced plastic (FRP) or stainless steel 
bolted-panel above ground water storage tanks
Typical Uses: Potable water, greywater, rainwater, recycled water, irrigation, fire 
protection
Modular design is ideal for retrofits and areas with limited access
Various configurations available to maximize use of irregularly-shaped spaces
Over 50 years experience, and installations in more than 30 countries
ICC Certified to AWWA D121-12, IAPMO PS 52-2019, IAPMO/ANSI Z1002, ANSI/NSF/
CAN 61

PURAIN Self-Cleaning Pre-Filters for Rainwater Collection Systems
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MORE INSIDE™ :: VALUE BEYOND
OUR PIPING SOLUTIONS

© 2013 The Lubrizol Corporation, all rights reserved. All marks are the property of The Lubrizol Corporation.
The Lubrizol Corporation is a Berkshire Hathaway company.
GC 130251
Feb 2013

For more than 50 years, The Lubrizol Corporation has been dedicated
to providing quality resources with More Inside™ – helping you work
more effi ciently and effectively with all Lubrizol CPVC piping systems.

ASPE-AUTHORIZED CEU COURSES: Advance your expertise
and improve your Certifi ed Plumbing Design status. 

3D BIM OBJECTS: Easily and accurately specify FlowGuard Gold®

and Corzan® systems, the fi rst CPVC systems available in BIM.

For your next project, specify Lubrizol CPVC systems, approved
across California (including Los Angeles city), for use in residential
and commercial applications.

Learn more about all of our innovative products and 
services at lubrizolcpvc.com or contact Rob Zagorski 
at rob.zagorski@lubrizol.com or 562.857.0755.

Follow us on Twitter 
at @LZ_CPVC.
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VP Tech: continued from page 5

2.	 Fishing trip – we are still in process of negotiations 
but aiming to have it sometime in August/September. 

3.	 ASPE LA Family Picnic will be held in September/
October. There are potentially couple of locations 
that we are evaluating at this point.

4.	 ASPE LA Chapter Special 60th Year anniversary 
diner/meeting will be held on October 9th. We are 
discussing with multiple venues to have special 
type arrangement. Additional information to follow.

5.	 ASPE 2024 Convention – ASPE LA Chapter 
will be sending nine delegates to the Convention. 
Candidates must be ASPE member in good standing 
and actively participated in ASPE LA meetings. 
Reach out to board members if you believe you 
qualify and willing to represent ASPE LA.

Just hot from the press -the California Building 
Standards Commission has approved the adoption 

of IAPMO’s Uniform Plumbing Code (UPC®) 
Appendix M—the Water Demand Calculator®—into 
the California Plumbing Code (CPC) as an alternative 
methodology for sizing water pipes in single- and 
multifamily buildings. The alternative approach will be 
available for statewide use on a voluntary basis starting 
July 1, 2024 
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DuRa Pipe™ enhanced epoxy coating applied to cast iron soil pipe 
and fittings. It is well suited for aggressive DWV applications where 

greater performance is required. 

Superior Performance & System Reliability
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT
Robert Galaviz CPD
V.P.Membership

Your Local Distributor
The George Yardley Company

1-714-241-7700
rob@georgeyardley.com

SCHOTT North America, Inc.
info.drainline@us.schott.com

us.schott.com/drainline

KIMAX® Glass Drain and Vent Systems

Sustainable 
Low VOC‘s, no offgassing

Economical 
Lowest life-cycle costs

BIM 
BIM Objects available

Flexible  
Easy to install

Durable 
Maximum corrosion resistance 

I hope this message finds you well. As we dive into the 
updates for April, I am thrilled to share some positive 
developments regarding our membership.

Celebrating New Members
This month, we are excited to welcome a notable uptick in 
new members who have joined ASPE Los Angeles. I extend 
a warm welcome and gratitude to the following individuals 
for choosing to be part of our chapter:

•	 Sahab Masoumian
•	 Brandon Pullen, LEED AP, P.E.
•	 Xavier Saenz
•	 Carla Zuleta
•	 Casey Wise
•	 Gilbert Bautista
•	 Alireza Momeninezhad, P.E.,
•	 Isai Alcarez
•	 Christian Martinez.

To each new member, I extend a sincere thank you for 
enriching our professional community with your expertise, 
enthusiasm, and commitment to excellence. Your decision to 
join ASPE Los Angeles is greatly appreciated and coincides 
with our goal to keep this chapter thriving for years to come.

Continued Focus on Growth
The increasing number of new members highlights our 
ongoing focus on growth and engagement within ASPE Los 
Angeles. As we continue to expand our membership base, 
we furthermore enhance the opportunities for collaboration, 
knowledge exchange, and professional development.

Call to Action: Engage and Connect
I encourage all members, both new and existing, to actively 
engage and connect within our vibrant community. Whether 
it's participating in events, contributing to discussions, or 
reaching out to fellow members, your involvement plays a 
crucial role in shaping the success and impact of ASPE Los 
Angeles. Let's continue to foster a culture of collaboration, 
innovation, and camaraderie as we strive towards our shared 
goals.

Thank you to our new members for choosing ASPE Los 
Angeles, and to all members for your ongoing support and 
dedication.
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clean agent fire suppression

Our fire protection specialists bring you the finest in fire protection, including the most cost 
effective to the most environmentally green products available.  Fike’s ECARO-25® (using 
DuPont™ FE-25™ as the fire-extinguishing agent) is the best, most cost-effective clean agent 
system available.  We offer a full line of leading-edge  
systems for a variety of applications:

• Cost-Effective Clean Agent Systems

• Green Inert Gas Systems

• Drop-in Halon Replacement

• In Cabinet / Small-Space Protection

• CO2 Systems  

fire alarm and life safety

Our code-compliant fire alarm systems with specialty detection utilize high quality equipment from industry-leading 
manufacturers. We have extensive experience in projects from small commercial buildings, to large high-rise facilities,  

to sprawling industrial complexes. Our NICET certified sales team, designers, 
project managers, and technicians strive to exceed  
our client expectations.
• Addressable, Conventional, and Networked Fire Alarm Systems

• Voice Evacuation  

• Linear Heat Detection

• Air Sampling

• Pre-action Sprinkler Detection & Control

emergency power shutdown management system (epsms) 

Fike’s Emergency Power Shutdown Management System (EPSMS) is 
designed to consolidate and control equipment emergency power off 
in a timely, efficient and coordinated manner. EPSMS is used in many 
applications to:

• De-energize equipment during a fire

• Close fire dampers and turn off HVAC to contain fire 

   and maintain proper concentration of fire suppressant

• Safely shutdown equipment during a flood or  

   sprinkler system discharge

• Help protect fire department personnel from electrocution when fighting a fire

Your Premier Providers of Life, Property 
and Asset Protection Solutions

714•257•2244 925•484•3701

www.fpsys.com
www.gotoitsi.com

Cal l  today for  your l i fe  safety evaluat ion.
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The best Flow Control Device and Total Piping System 
portfolio in the industry.

For over 89 years Apollo® Flow Controls has been committed to building quality products that 
our customers know they can depend on. Over 95% of our products are manufactured in our 
vertically integrated manufacturing facilities right here in the USA. We engineer, cast, machine, 
assemble and test in-house providing you our customer with the highest quality product.

www.apolloflowcontrols.com
customer service (704) 841-6000
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The Only Listed NSF 350C  
Greywater System

99.9999% BacteriaRemoval

AQUALOOP
Assured Performance with Low  
Maintenance and High Water Quality

Greywater  
Recycling

Rainwater  
Collection

CERTIFIED TO
NSF/ANSI 350 (C)

13630 San Antonio Drive  
Norwalk, California 90650

info@ wei laquatronics . com
www.wei laquatronics.com

Tel: 800-747-8677
Fax: 562-474-1327

Scales to > 30,000 GPD

Grey water and Rainwater Solut ions

Key projects - Proven Performance

NSF 350 Listing = No Costly 6 Month  
Field Test

Packaged and Custom Systems

LADBS and LA County  
Accepted!

Applications: Greywater from showers, laundry, and  
lavatories to use in cooling towers, toilet flushing,  
irrigation, and laundry.

Local Los Angeles Manufacturer’s Representative:
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President: continued from page 1

As all you know this year is our 60th Anniversary of the 
founding chapter and we will celebrate for that.

We were not able to do the election last month. There 
will be an opening for the Vice President Legislative 
position. If you are ASPE member with good standing 
and interest to join us as VP leg, please let us know. 
We encourage our members to participate in the chapter 
election and joining the board is a great initiative 
for bringing fresh perspectives and energy to the 
organization.
 
Our next golf tournament will be tentatively on June 
14, 2024. Our members and friends will be getting 
the mail blasting for the golf tournament two times a 
week. Please contact me and David Kelley or any board 
members for this. I’ll post the up-to-date golf sponsor 
at our LA Website. 
 

The 2024 ASPE Convention and Expo in Columbus, 
Ohio, registration is open and if you are planning to 
attend, book your hotel as soon as possible. The event 
is scheduled for October 18 through 23.
 
We will start selecting the chapter delegates for the 
Convention to present our chapter. Same as every 
convention the selection of delegates based on the 
attending record of active participation in monthly 
meetings. We are having a total of 9 delegates, along 
with one alternate and one young professional, 
demonstrating a thoughtful approach to representation.
 
Encouraging members to share specific topics or 
ideas for events shows a commitment to making the 
anniversary celebration meaningful and engaging for 
everyone.

If you have any suggestions to learn the subjects, please 
let us know. 

The total number in attendance was

45!
plus our speaker!

WHO Showed up?
Attendance for the April 2024 Meeting...
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We had a fantastic meeting in April. 45 members and our 
speaker were in attendance. After the pledge of allegiance, 
the meeting was called to order and everyone introduced 
themselves. We had several first timers and many of the 
regulars. If you read this newsletter, please come to the 
meetings. We really need to straighten out our industry! 
Both ASPE and ASHRAE are all in… hook, line and sinker.

Below is an article from a website sympathetic to the 
prevailing “wisdom” of taking away your gas appliances 
in the name of saving the planet from climate change… 
as though CO2 were a bad thing… unless it’s a refrigerant 
where it gets a GWP score of only 1. Questions: Did the 
Earth only make oil once? What exactly is "sustainabilty"? 
Does truth come from authority?

https://earth.org/lithium-and-cobalt-mining

The Environmental Impact of Lithium
Lithium is typically mined through a process called brine 
mining, which involves extracting lithium from underground 
saltwater reserves. The risks in polluting local water sources 
arise here, with examples in Salar de Uyuni and Salar de 
Atacama. This process involves pumping saltwater to the 
surface, where it is evaporated to remove the lithium and 
other minerals. Despite being relatively energy-intensive, 
this remains one of the most cost effective ways to mine 
lithium nowadays.  Unfortunately, these toxic metals can 
contaminate water sources, 
threatening not only humans 
but also animal biodiversity. 

Furthermore, some of the 
metals contained in EV 
batteries are highly damaging 
even in small quantities. Since a large majority of them are 
disposed of in landfills, leaks of environmental contaminants 
are quite frequent. Often, these leaks lead to underground 
fires, which release even more pollutants into the atmosphere. 
When particles of hazardous metals contained in batteries – 
like arsenic, cadmium, chromium, cobalt, and copper – enter 
the human respiratory system, they can cause a variety of 
health problems.

In a paper published in the journal Nature, Gleb Yushin, 
a professor at the School of Materials and Engineering at 
Georgia Institute of Technology with co-author Kostiantyn 
Turchenius argued that new battery technology needs to be 
developed using more common, environmentally-friendly 

ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY
Jeff Atlas
Administrative Secretary... and your newsletter editor

	 ASPE NEWS											           page 23
materials.  As reserves of lithium and cobalt will not meet 
future demand, suggested elements to focus on instead 
include iron and silicon. 

The Environmental Impact of Cobalt 
Cobalt is mined through surface and underground mining. 
Surface mining is the process that involves removing the 
top layer of soil or rock to access minerals or metals, while 
underground mining involves digging tunnels and shafts to 
access minerals or metals located deeper below the surface. 

Unlike Lithium where the supply is plentiful, there is more 
of an effort to meet the demand logistics for cobalt.  The 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) produces 60-70% of 
the world’s Cobalt output.  However, the conditions of the 
mines in which Cobalt is produced has generated significant 
controversy in the media and abroad.  Still, the average, 
daily $3+ wage for miners is significantly more than the 
average wage in the country (where 73% of the population 
live below $1.9 a day).  A main reason why workers will 
continue to mine in these fields is the above average pay 
and thus the associated economic incentives resulting 
from artisanal mines. It is currently estimated that between 
140,000-200,000 people work as artisanal miners in the 
DRC.

Nonetheless, the risks of cobalt mining on the human 
population in Congo is well documented, where mines 
are often operated in dangerous and polluted conditions.  
The mining and refining processes are often labor-intensive 
practices and are associated with a variety of health problems 
as a result of accidents, overexertion, exposure to toxic 

chemicals and gasses.  Ontop 
of all this, violence is common 
throughout centered around 
racism, discrimination, and 
worker abuse.  The miners, 
known locally as creseurs, 
are so economically reliant 

on this informal economy that these dangerous conditions 
cannot afford full consideration. 

The environmental costs of cobalt mining activities are also 
substantial. Southern regions of the DRC are not only home 
to cobalt and copper, but also large amounts of uranium. 
In mining regions, scientists have made note of high 
radioactivity levels. In addition, mineral mining, similar to 
other industrial mining efforts, often produces pollution that 
leaches into neighbouring rivers and water sources. Dust 
from pulverised rock is known to cause breathing problems 
for local communities as well. 

When particles of hazardous metals contained in 
batteries – like arsenic, cadmium, chromium, cobalt, 
and copper – enter the human respiratory system, they 
can cause a variety of health problems.
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1681 W. Second St., Pomona, CA 91766
Tel: 626-797-9710     Fax: 626-798-4659

Dawson Company partners with Lochinvar and proudly offers 
Lochinvar’s full product line.

• 10 Models to Choose
• 125,000 - 800,000 Btu/Hr
• SMART SYSTEM™ Operating Control
• Condensing Stainless Steel Heat Exchanger
• Package with Lock-Temp Tank
• 96% Thermal Efficiency
• 5:1 Turndown
• PVC/CPVC/Polypropelene or Stainless Steel up to 100 equivalent feet 

• Designed and Certified for Outdoor Use
• 5:1 Turndown
• Stainless Steel Heat Exchanger
• SMART SYSTEM™ Operating Control
• Perfectly Paired for Use with Outdoor Insulated Storage Tank 

Insulated Outdoor Lock-Temp Storage Tanks
• Lock-Temp Baffle
• Magnesium Anode Rods
• Glass-Lined Steel Tank
• ASME 125 psi Working Pressure - Standard
• ASME 150 psi Working Pressure - Optional
• Custom Sizes - Vertical or Horizontal
• 80% drawdown Capacity

WWW.DAWSONCO.COM or email us at:sales@dawsonco.com

T&S is proud to be a trusted name across a wide range of 
markets — staying at the forefront of today’s evolving 
industry and providing a vast selection of reliable 
solutions that meet required codes and compliances.

Learn more at tsbrass.com/markets.

EDUC ATIO N HE ALTHC ARE PUBLIC VENUE S COMMERCIAL O FFICE S T&S IS HERE 

Find us in 

T&S plumbing products represented in Los Angeles by:  Delco Sales, LLC - 714-288-2444

TSB_3050 2018 ASPE 7.5x5.indd   2 8/13/18   10:28 AM

T&S plumbing products reresented in So. Cal. by: Delco Sales 714-888-2444

David Kelly
Specification Specialist Commercial
Southern California
david.kelly@rheem.com
(626) 522-6064 cell

Commercial  Water

Robert Galaviz
District Sales Manager

(661) 221-2635 cell
robert.galaviz@raypak.com

2151 Eastman Avenue, Oxnard, CA 93030
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