
November Meeting
Date:	 November 8, 2023

Time:	 Check-in will start at 		
	 5:30pm. Presentation to 	
	 begin at 7:00 pm.

Place:  	 Courtyard Marriott
	 2100 Empire Avenue		
	 Burbank CA  91504

Program:	 Pump Basics

Speaker:	 Mr. Michael Madsen
	 Lead Sales Engineer
	 GRUNDFOS CBS Inc.
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Dear Members,

Congratulations on receiving the "2022-2023 
Chapter Award of Merit" at the 2023 Technical 

Symposium in Seattle! (see page 7) It's wonderful to hear about your 
chapter's achievement, and it's clear that your hardworking officers and 
members, especially VP Tech Vahan, treasurer Edgar, and past president 
Bill, played a crucial role in earning this recognition.

It's also great to see that you're already looking ahead and identifying areas 
for improvement, such as membership retention. Maintaining existing 
members is essential for the long-term success of any organization. It's an 
excellent goal to work on for the upcoming term.

Keep up the fantastic work, and I wish your chapter continued success in all 
your endeavors! If you have any questions or need advice on membership 

See inside for Details...

	PRESIDENT'S REPORT
	Thura Zin CPD, GPD
	President

Future events include:

  • Holiday Party!		  1-27-24
  • Fishing Trip!		  TBD

retention strategies or anything else related to your chapter, feel free to ask.

It's wonderful to hear that you had an insightful presentation from Eric Hough of Sale Leadership, Epic Cleantech, 
at your September meeting. Learning from experts in the field can be a valuable experience, and it's great that 
your chapter is able to provide such opportunities to its members.

please continue reading on page 21

October speaker:
Eric Hough
Chief Commercial Officer
Epic Cleantec
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AMERICAN SOCIETY OF PLUMBING ENGINEERS LOS ANGELES CHAPTER

November 8

By

Lead Sales Engineer

GRUNDFOS CBS Inc

WHAT YOU WILL LEARN:  

 
If you are brand new to pumps and need a Pumps 
101 overview, or you have been at it a long time and 
just want a refresher then this Pumps 101 overview 
is for you.  Presentation will cover:  

• the basics of pump operation,  
• pump and system terminology  
• reading of pump curves 

• developing system curves  
• pump affinity laws 

• basic design considerations for Hot Water 
Recirculation and Domestic Booster systems

  and some of the new technologies available 
in the market. 

 

 

MEETING LOCATION: 
In Person: 
COURTYARD BY MARRIOTT BURBANK

2100 W EMPIRE AVE, BURBANK, CALIFORNIA

 
MEETING SCHEDULE: 
5:30 pm – Check in 
6:30 pm – 7:30 pm – Presentation  

 
COST: Pay at door only 
Meeting Fee: 
RSVP - $55 and Retired BOD: $30 
Without RSVP - $60  

 

RSVP Online: 
RSVP 

 

By:  November 6, 2023 

 
 

 
 

 
AMERICAN SOCIETY OF PLUMBING ENGINEERS LOS ANGELES CHAPTER

 

November 8, 2023, Meeting 

“Pump Basics” 

By Mr. Michael Madsen 

Lead Sales Engineer 

GRUNDFOS CBS Inc 

 
 

If you are brand new to pumps and need a Pumps 
101 overview, or you have been at it a long time and 
just want a refresher then this Pumps 101 overview 

 

basic design considerations for Hot Water 
Recirculation and Domestic Booster systems 

and some of the new technologies available 

MARRIOTT BURBANK 

CALIFORNIA 91504 

 THE SPEAKER: 

     
       
 
Mike is a licensed Mechanical Engineer in the 
State of California and has his LEED AP 
credential.   Mike is based in Long Beach, 
California, and has 38 years’ experience in the 
pump industry in both sales and engineering 
roles.  Mike holds a BMSE from the 
of Michigan, as well as, an MBA from 
California State University, Long Beach.
Territory includes the states of California, 
Nevada, and Hawaii for all of the Grundfos 
Commercial products. 
 
If you have additional questions or needed 
information on his presentation, 
him at: michael.madsen@grundfos.com
 
 
 

For more information, visit our website
@www.aspela.com. 
 

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF PLUMBING ENGINEERS LOS ANGELES CHAPTER 

Mike is a licensed Mechanical Engineer in the 
State of California and has his LEED AP 

Mike is based in Long Beach, 
California, and has 38 years’ experience in the 
pump industry in both sales and engineering 

Mike holds a BMSE from the University 
of Michigan, as well as, an MBA from 
California State University, Long Beach.  His 
Territory includes the states of California, 
Nevada, and Hawaii for all of the Grundfos 

If you have additional questions or needed 
formation on his presentation, you can reach 

michael.madsen@grundfos.com 

For more information, visit our website 
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







































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One Mission.  
One Focus.  
No Distractions.
Emergency equipment isn’t just what we do.  
 It’s all we do. Your safety is too important to 
entrust to just anyone.  All Guardian emergency 
eyewash and shower products are inspected, fully 
assembled, and 100% water-tested in our Chicago 
facility, which means you receive the most reliable 
emergency equipment each time, every time.   
Your safety isn’t just a priority.  It’s our only priority.

Visit gesafety.com to learn more.

Represented by:

Mainline Sales
(877) 300-9346

New Representative: 
Mainline Sales

www.h2odegree.com/aspela.php

(215) 788-8485
contact our local representative Keyline Sales at (562) 904-3910.
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TECHNICAL  REPORT
Vahan Margaryan CPD, GPD
V.P. Technical

continued on page 14

October was very busy month for ASPE LA:

1.	 We had a well-attended meeting on October 4th 
with Mr. Eric Hough discussing “Next Generation 
Water Conservation Technologies” which triggered 
many questions from participants. 

2.	 Then, on October 8th, we had our first post-covid 
ASPE LA annual picnic at Elysian Park in Old 
Lodge Picnic Area. While we expected a much 
better turn out, not many ASPE friends and family 
members were there. Partakers and their kids had 
some fun playing giant connect four, ladder toss, 
cornhole, volleyball, egg toss, and a no-hand 
watermelon eating contest.  Volleyball game Arup 
Plumbing VS world ended up in a draw, while egg 
toss winning team were Mackenzie Hill (Arup) and 
Edgar Ochoa(SCEG). Beautiful southern California 
weather, great food and huge selection of drink 
made that event unforgettable.

AT LAST – IT’S ARRIVED!

Download the Engineer’s 
Specifier Guide from  
www.aqua-rex.com

Scale Down. Soften Up.

aqua-rex.com 877-640-2170

 

 
 
 

Report Number:   200-10081-6352 Project No.: 29225 
 
Report Issued:  February 26, 2018.  
 
Client: Aqua-Rex  

3301 Spring Mountain Road Ste 18 
Las Vegas, NV 89102                                                    Contact: Jonny Seccombe                 

       
Source of Samples: The samples were shipped to IAPMO R&T Lab from Aqua-Rex, and received in 

good condition on October 11, 2017.  
  
Date of Testing: October 25, 2017 through December 15, 2017. 
 

Sample Description: Scale Prevention Device; model: Aqua-Rex WK1-E. 

Scope of Testing: The purpose of the testing is to determine the efficacy of the Scale Prevention 
Device per section 5 of IAPMO IGC 335-2018, entitled “Rapid Scaling Test for 
Scale Prevention Devices”. 

 
CONCLUSION:  When tested per Section 5 of IAPMO IGC 335-2018, Aqua-Rex WK1-E reduced 

scaling by 83% when applied to Las Vegas water heated to 180ºF.

 
Tested by, Reviewed by, 
 
 

                                                         
Hanks Ninh, Project Engineer                                               Sean Vuu, P.E., Manager, Specialty Projects 

Page 1 of 7 
 

All testing and sample preparation for this report was performed under the continuous, direct supervision of IAPMO R&T Lab, unless otherwise stated. The observations, test results and 
conclusions in this report apply only to the specific samples tested and are not indicative of the quality or performance of similar or identical products. Only the Client shown above is 
authorized to copy or distribute the report, and then only in its entirety. Any use of the IAPMO R&T Lab name for the sale or advertisement of the tested material, product or service must first 
be approved in writing by IAPMO R&T Lab. 

 
 
 

Report Number:   200-10081-6352 Project No.: 29225 
 
Report Issued:  January 12, 2018.  
 
Client: Aqua-Rex  

3301 Spring Mountain Road Ste 18 
Las Vegas, NV 89102                                                    Contact: Jonny Seccombe                 

       
Source of Samples: The samples were shipped to IAPMO R&T Lab from Aqua-Rex, and received in 

good condition on October 11, 2017.  
  
Date of Testing: October 25, 2017 through December 15, 2017. 
 

Sample Description: Scale Prevention Device; model: Aqua-Rex WK1-E. 

Scope of Testing: The purpose of the testing is to determine the efficacy of the Scale Prevention 
Device per section 5 of IAPMO IGC 335-2017, entitled “Rapid Scaling Test for 
Scale Prevention Devices”. 

 
CONCLUSION:  We certify that the Aqua-Rex WK1-E reduced scaling by 82% when applied to 

Las Vegas water heated to 180ºF.

 
Tested by, Reviewed by, 
 
 

                                                         
Hanks Ninh, Project Engineer                                               Sean Vuu, P.E., Manager, Specialty Projects 

5001 E. Philadelphia Street
Ontario, California - USA 91761 - 2816
Ph: 909-472-4100  |  Fax: 909-472-4243 

http://www.iapmortl.org

 

 
 
 

Report Number:   200-10081-6352 Project No.: 29225 
 
Report Issued:  February 26, 2018.  
 
Client: Aqua-Rex  

3301 Spring Mountain Road Ste 18 
Las Vegas, NV 89102                                                    Contact: Jonny Seccombe                 

       
Source of Samples: The samples were shipped to IAPMO R&T Lab from Aqua-Rex, and received in 

good condition on October 11, 2017.  
  
Date of Testing: October 25, 2017 through December 15, 2017. 
 

Sample Description: Scale Prevention Device; model: Aqua-Rex WK1-E. 

Scope of Testing: The purpose of the testing is to determine the efficacy of the Scale Prevention 
Device per section 5 of IAPMO IGC 335-2018, entitled “Rapid Scaling Test for 
Scale Prevention Devices”. 

 
CONCLUSION:  When tested per Section 5 of IAPMO IGC 335-2018, Aqua-Rex WK1-E reduced 

scaling by 83% when applied to Las Vegas water heated to 180ºF.

 
Tested by, Reviewed by, 
 
 

                                                         
Hanks Ninh, Project Engineer                                               Sean Vuu, P.E., Manager, Specialty Projects 

Page 1 of 7 
 

All testing and sample preparation for this report was performed under the continuous, direct supervision of IAPMO R&T Lab, unless otherwise stated. The observations, test results and 
conclusions in this report apply only to the specific samples tested and are not indicative of the quality or performance of similar or identical products. Only the Client shown above is 
authorized to copy or distribute the report, and then only in its entirety. Any use of the IAPMO R&T Lab name for the sale or advertisement of the tested material, product or service must first 
be approved in writing by IAPMO R&T Lab. 

 
 
 

Report Number:   200-10081-6352 Project No.: 29225 
 
Report Issued:  January 12, 2018.  
 
Client: Aqua-Rex  

3301 Spring Mountain Road Ste 18 
Las Vegas, NV 89102                                                    Contact: Jonny Seccombe                 

       
Source of Samples: The samples were shipped to IAPMO R&T Lab from Aqua-Rex, and received in 

good condition on October 11, 2017.  
  
Date of Testing: October 25, 2017 through December 15, 2017. 
 

Sample Description: Scale Prevention Device; model: Aqua-Rex WK1-E. 

Scope of Testing: The purpose of the testing is to determine the efficacy of the Scale Prevention 
Device per section 5 of IAPMO IGC 335-2017, entitled “Rapid Scaling Test for 
Scale Prevention Devices”. 

 
CONCLUSION:  We certify that the Aqua-Rex WK1-E reduced scaling by 82% when applied to 

Las Vegas water heated to 180ºF.

 
Tested by, Reviewed by, 
 
 

                                                         
Hanks Ninh, Project Engineer                                               Sean Vuu, P.E., Manager, Specialty Projects 

5001 E. Philadelphia Street
Ontario, California - USA 91761 - 2816
Ph: 909-472-4100  |  Fax: 909-472-4243 

http://www.iapmortl.org

Independent third-party performance 
verification under a US test protocol for a 
Physical Water Conditioner - the alternative 
to the conventional water softener.

• AT LOW COST
 (You can’t afford not to treat hard water anymore)

• ZERO PLANT ROOM FOOTPRINT  
 (Attaches to the wall or to pipe work)

• ZERO SERVICING 
 (No Salt)

• ZERO MAINTENANCE  
 (Which means it is 100% reliable)

• WARRANTED FOR 20 YEARS

Case Study: Panorama Towers, Las Vegas, NV.
$55,000

$168,000
$500,000

$200

Cost to install:
Savings over conventional softener in year one:

Estimated 3-year savings: 
Annual Running Costs:

Just what you’ve been waiting for!

3.	 On October 21st women of ASPE and ASPE Young 
professionals will be hosting Clay Shooting event 
in LAClays Shooting Park in South El Monte. This 
event was greatly advertised previously during our 
monthly meetings as well as in our newsletters. 
Hopping to see many familiar faces at the event. 

The International Association of Plumbing and 
Mechanical Officials (IAPMO®) and the Medical Gas 
Resiliency Task Group are seeking the public’s initial 
input for development of the Manual of Recommended 
Practice for Medical Gas Resiliency. IAPMO initiated the 
Medical Gas Resiliency Task Group to create a manual 
to provide code enhanced and adoptable language for 
medical gas piping systems and include innovative 
approaches toward resiliency. While developed as a 
guidance document, it is written in mandatory language 
so building and health departments can easily adopt and 
codify the requirements. Additionally, this stand-alone 
document includes excerpts from IAPMO’s Uniform 
Plumbing Code (UPC®). The task group consisted of 
industry experts from across the nation The IAPMO 
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LEGISLATIVE REPORT • Kook Dean, C.I.P.E., CPD (past president) • V.P. Legislative

continued on page 13

Update on the Los Angeles City All Electric Building Regulations: 

The City of Los Angeles Ordinance No. 187714 was approved that all newly constructed 
buildings be fitted with all electrical infrastructure.  The all electric buildings contain no 
combustion equipment such as fuel or gas piping that provide energy for appliances 
and/or equipment and such structures are expected to rely solely on electricity.  

For details, view Ordinance No. 187714 pdf 
(url: https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2022/22-0151_ord_187714_1-23-23.pdf) 
 

This is my personal opinion on the current state of the Los Angeles City Ordinance (No. 

187714) requirement for new construction all electric building(s). Based on the Ninth 

Circuit Court Opinion of CRA v. City of Berkeley (OPINION) Case Number 21-16278: 

The Los Angeles City Ordinance  187714 is not enforceable. My current plan is to 

publish the OPINION in the November 2023 ASPELA Newsletter. In November; I will 

submit a copy of the OPINION to the Los Angeles City Attorney’s Office and request if 

the Ordinance 187714 is enforceable or not. I have the City of Los Angeles document 

with the identification of the City Council who voted in support of the original Ordinance 

187714. A copy of the OPINION will be submitted to each City Council with the request 

on the status of this Ordinance.  

Listed below is a copy from CRA V. CITY OF BERKELEY, No. 21-16278 (9th Cir. 2023) 

Website: 
https://www.natlawreview.com/article/ninth-circuit-cans-berkeley-gas-ban-under-federal-
law 
 

Ninth Circuit cans Berkeley Gas Ban under Federal Law 

Friday, April 21, 2023 

On 17 April 2023, in California Restaurant Association v. City of Berkeley,1 No. 21-
16278 (9th Cir. 2023) the Ninth Circuit struck down a local ordinance banning natural 
gas piping in newly constructed buildings, concluding that federal law preempts the 
ordinance. This decision may have significant implications for similar state and local 
regulations, especially those in California and Washington. Building owners and 
operators, utilities, and other stakeholders impacted by natural gas “bans” or 
electrification mandates should consider whether their state or local regulation is 
affected. 

CALIFORNIA RESTAURANT ASSOCIATION V. CITY OF BERKELEY 

In July 2019, the City of Berkeley, California (Berkeley or the City) adopted Ordinance 
No. 7,672-N.S., titled “Prohibition of Natural Gas Infrastructure in New Buildings” 
(Ordinance). The Ordinance amends the Berkeley Municipal Code to prohibit natural 
gas infrastructure in new buildings.2 Natural gas infrastructure is defined as “fuel gas 
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Introducing the next generation of piping systems 
for commercial plumbing

PP-RCT Piping Systems

Won’t Rust •  Lighter •  Easier, Faster and Safer Welds •  Better Flow Rates •  Less Heat Loss 

To learn more about 
Asahitec™ PP-RCT, request 
a Free Engineering Design Guide or 
schedule a  FREE lunch and learn 
at your of�ce  
Contact Asahi/America at:

Let us buy you lunch!

.

Request a 
FREE
ASPE 
certified 
presentation

• At your office
• Earn CEU & PDH credit

asahi@asahi-america.com
1-800-343-3618

www.asahi-america.com

FREE
ENGINEERING 
DESIGN GUIDE
Order one today!

Engineered for Potable Water and HVAC Systems
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Stainless Steel & Terrazzo 
Plumbing Fixtures

Portable, surface, and wall 
mounted hand washing 

solutions.

Thermostatic Mixing Valves & 
Electronic Tempering Systems. Eye Washes, Eye/Face Washes, 

Emergency Drench Showers, 
Hoses, & Mixing Valves.

Vacuum Plumbing Systems for 
Correctional, Commercial, 
Water Conservation, and 

Infection Prevention.

Polypropylene (PP-R) Pipe for 
use in pressurized plumbing 

and mechanical systems of all 
sizes.

Refrigeration Copper Press 
Fitting for VRF Applications.

Instantaneous Mini Tank & 
Tankless Electric Water Heater 

Solutions for Point of Use 
Applications.

Energy Efficient Heat Pump 
Water Heaters for Commercial 

and Industrial Applications

Access Panels, Lead Roof 
Flashings, and Roof Access 

Hatches.

Engineered Plumbing & 
Drainage Products.

3 PSI Differential Trap Primers, 
Electronic Trap Primers, 

Distribution Units, and Water 
Hammer Arrestors.

Polypropylene, Polymer 
Concrete, Stainless Steel, Cast 

Iron, and Fiberglass Trench 
Drain Solutions

Faucets, Tubs, Lavatories, & 
Accessories for Kitchen and

 Bathroom Applications.
Bronze, Brass & Cast Iron Gate, 

Globe & Check Ball Valves.

Indoor/Outdoor Drinking 
Fountains, Water Coolers, 

Bottle Fillers, & Hand Washing 
Stations.

Custom Solutions for Modern 
Luxury Hospitality and 

Commercial Restrooms.

Fire Protection Products. Sump, Effluent & Sewage 
Controls, Engineered Custom 
Controls, Embedded Controls, 
Ceramic Filtration Solutions.

Stainless Steel Surgical Scrub 
Sinks, Toilets, & Accessories for 

Health Facilities.

Anne Yardley
ayardley@elmcostewart.com

15070 Proctor Ave., City of Industry, CA 91746 Phone: (626) 333-9942 - www.elmcostewart.com
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



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Anaheim Headquarters
659 E. Ball Road | Anaheim, CA 92805

Customer Care (877) 300-9346 
cs@mlsalesinc.com | www.mlsalesinc.com

Mainline Sales has over forty years experience as a professional manufacturers’  
representative firm covering California, Nevada, Arizona, and Hawaii :

-    Plumbing (Residential & Commercial)
-    Mechanical
-    Fire Protection

Mainline Sales operates (6) distribution centers and (7) offices strategically locat-
ed in Anaheim, San Diego, The Bay, Sacramento, Las Vegas, Phoenix, and Hawaii 
which are supported by a seasoned staff of professionals that are dedicated to 
satisfying the value chain (specifiers, architects, builders, contractors, municipalities 
and distributors) from the initial specification through the final shipment, and after-
market service of installed product.

We believe in delivering superior results for the manufacturers we have the honor of 
representing, by supporting our strategic relationships with the best people, systems, 
and analytics.

-    Industrial
-    Irrigation
-    Waterworks (Water & Sewer). 
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Treating Water as a Resource ™waREPRESENTING:

ACCESSORY LINES

SERVING THE BUILDING TRADES SINCE 1962

Submersible and dry pit non-clog sewage, effluent and wastewater pumps

HVAC specialties

Control panels, alarms Custom fabricated steel basins, covers and frames

13630 San Antonio Drive | Norwalk, California 90650 | TEL 800-74-PUMPS | SAN DIEGO 619-233-1716 | LAS VEGAS 702-388-7300

www.weilaquatronics.com   info@weilaquatronics.comCalifornia Contractor's State License Board #988960

Air separators Butterfly valves

DRAINMAX Tunnel Infiltration Products for On-Site Detention

High performance self-priming and end suction centrifugal pumps

Worldwide manufacturer of high efficiency pumps, stainless steel circulators
and multi-stage pumps

Air-operated, clog-proof, odor-free Pneumatic Ejectors

Grinder pumps, cutter pumps, vortex, jacketed pumps, and portable dewatering pumps

Triple duty valves

Fiberglass sump basins Elevator sumps, holding tanks, and alarms

Flex connectors Heat exchangers

AQUALOOP Greywater, Rainwater and Stormwater Treatment
• 6 Log Reduction of Bacteria (99.9999%) and 99.7% Virus Removal
• NSF 350 Certification

Standard heavy-wall ductile iron volutes and 17-4 PH stainless steel shafts

State of the art variable speed EC motors and controls

Self-priming Diaphragm Pumps for viscous liquids

Submersible, vertical, and dry pit sewage and sump pumps; stainless steel and 
high temperature options
Condensate return, boiler feed, and circulating pumps
Submersible and vertical grinder pumps, “Slicer” pumps, vortex pumps, “Scum 
Blaster” systems, prefabricated lift stations
High efficiency water pressure booster system packages, UL and NSF certified

High temperature and corrosion resistant pumps

Suction diffusers

Level sensors
Grease waste transfer systems

Strainers Flow metering devices

Shimless impeller adjustment and cartridge-type SC/TC mechanical seals

NSF 61 certified for domestic water

High-pressure positive displacement Plunger pumps

10 GPM to over 10,000 GPM, 1/2 HP to over 500 HP

Expansion tanks Hydropneumatic tanks ASME pressure vessels

Non-chemical water treatment using ozone technologies
For decorative lakes, fountains, aquariums, swimming pools and other open 
systems
AquaPakTM EWS emergency water supply packages for critical facilities (OSHPD) 
Cooling tower water treatment and CleanStream™ filtration packages

UL- and ETL-listed packaged variable and constant speed pumping systems 
Domestic water, HVAC, irrigation, and fire pump packages
Emergency water storage systems for critical facilities
Each system full factory-tested and warranted
HVAC Pumps and accessories, custom engineering and design capabilities

Strong and durable fiberglass reinforced plastic (FRP) or stainless steel 
bolted-panel above ground water storage tanks
Typical Uses: Potable water, greywater, rainwater, recycled water, irrigation, fire 
protection
Modular design is ideal for retrofits and areas with limited access
Various configurations available to maximize use of irregularly-shaped spaces
Over 50 years experience, and installations in more than 30 countries
ICC Certified to AWWA D121-12, IAPMO PS 52-2019, IAPMO/ANSI Z1002, ANSI/NSF/
CAN 61

PURAIN Self-Cleaning Pre-Filters for Rainwater Collection Systems



continued from page 6
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piping, other than service pipe, in or in connection with a building, structure, or within 
the property lines of premises, extending from the point of delivery at the gas 
meter.”3 By prohibiting natural gas piping in newly constructed buildings, Berkeley 
sought to “eliminate obsolete natural gas infrastructure and associated greenhouse gas 
emissions in new buildings where all-electric infrastructure can be most practicably 
integrated, thereby reducing the environmental and health hazards produced by the 
consumption and transportation of natural gas.”4 

In November 2019, the California Restaurant Association (CRA) sued Berkeley in the 
U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California, arguing among other things that 
the federal Energy Policy and Conservation Act (EPCA)5 preempted the Ordinance. 
EPCA is a federal statute that regulates the energy efficiency of several consumer 
products, including water heaters; furnaces; stoves; and heating, ventilation, and air 
conditioning systems (together, covered products). EPCA does not cover piping, 
however. EPCA preempts state and local regulations concerning the energy efficiency, 
energy use, or water use of any covered product that has a federal energy conservation 
standard.6   

The district court originally dismissed the CRA’s challenge, concluding that EPCA must 
be “interpreted in a limited manner.” According to the district court, broad federal 
preemption under EPCA would cause federal law to “sweep into areas that are 
historically the province of state and local regulation,” including “local natural gas 
infrastructure.”7 Thus, EPCA could supersede only those state and local regulations that 
focus on a covered product, and directly require a particular energy use for that product. 

The Ninth Circuit reversed the district court, holding that EPCA expressly preempts 
state and local regulations concerning the energy use of many natural gas appliances, 
including those used in household and restaurant kitchens.8 The Ninth Circuit held that 
EPCA’s preemption clause supersedes state and local regulations that “relate” to the 
quantity of energy directly consumed by certain appliances at the place where those 
products are used.9 A preemption clause that covers regulations on “energy use” “fairly 
encompasses an ordinance that effectively eliminates the ‘use’ of an energy 
source.”10 Critically, the panel reasoned that EPCA’s purpose was to ensure that states 
and localities “could not prevent consumers from using covered products in their homes, 
kitchens, and businesses.”11 EPCA’s preemption clause therefore extends to 
regulations that both (i) directly address the covered products and (ii) affect the on-site 
infrastructure related to the use of those products.12 The Ninth Circuit concluded that 
EPCA preempted Berkeley’s ban because it prohibited the onsite installation of natural 
gas infrastructure necessary to support covered natural gas appliances.13  

IMPLICATIONS OF THE NINTH CIRCUIT’S DECISION 

Berkeley may still appeal the Ninth Circuit’s decision to the U.S. Supreme Court. As it 
stands now, the opinion’s immediate effect is that it strikes down Berkeley’s Ordinance. 
It may also spell the end for similar regulations banning natural gas in states and 
municipalities in the Ninth Circuit.14 The decision may also have other wide-ranging 
effects.  

Emphasis on the use of covered products 

continued on page 25
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manual may be downloaded at: iapmo.org/media/31862/
medical-gas-resiliency-manual-public-comment.pdf.

The International Association of Plumbing and 
Mechanical Officials (IAPMO®) is seeking volunteers 
to participate on the new Technical Committee for 
Hot Water Recirculation System Design, Installation, 
Commissioning, and Operations. The goal of this 
standard will be to develop prescriptive and performance 
requirements for domestic hot water recirculation 
systems to minimize energy and water usage while 
improving safety. The deadline to apply is December 
31. Anyone interested in serving on the new committee 
may complete the application online at forms.iapmo.
org/iapmo/committee/app_innovation_taskgroup.aspx.

VP Tech: continued from page 5ADMINISTRATIVE SECRATARY
Jeff Atlas
Administrative Secretary... and your newsletter editor

Please read the VP Legislative report carefully. There 
are a lot of restrictions, harsh regulations, limits and 
bans on our way of life coming at rapid fire here in 
California with next to no opposition.

Will the various jurisdictions, such as Los Angeles, 
simply plow ahead ignoring court rulings? I guess that 
will depend on at just what point the inhabitants of this 
state begin to realize what's happening around them.

Will we be “allowed” to grill burgers at the next ASPE 
picnic? 

Please read the VP Legislative report carefully.

Attendance is way up at the meetings. Please continue 
to participate. Things don't have to be the way tey are.
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT
Robert Galaviz CPD
V.P.Membership

In this month's newsletter, I’m excited to introduce two 
new members to the ASPE LA family: Amir Habibi and 
Shaun Dunn. I look forward to your active involvement 
in the organization!

Speaking of our community, we want to remind our 
current members about the importance of renewing 
your memberships. Your ongoing support is what keeps 
us going and growing. 

Let’s also not forget our mission to bring in fresh faces 
– we're all about embracing and empowering younger 
members. They bring new energy and ideas that keep 
us on our toes and moving forward. Together, we're 
building something fantastic here at ASPE LA, and 
we're grateful for each one of you who's part of it.

If you happen to know of someone that would benefit 
from joining our organization, please have them fill 
out the following form, or reach out to me directly. 
I’d be happy to assist them. https://www.aspe.org/
membership-global-community/join/

Your Local Distributor
The George Yardley Company

1-714-241-7700
rob@georgeyardley.com

SCHOTT North America, Inc.
info.drainline@us.schott.com

us.schott.com/drainline

KIMAX® Glass Drain and Vent Systems

Sustainable 
Low VOC‘s, no offgassing

Economical 
Lowest life-cycle costs

BIM 
BIM Objects available

Flexible  
Easy to install

Durable 
Maximum corrosion resistance 
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clean agent fire suppression

Our fire protection specialists bring you the finest in fire protection, including the most cost 
effective to the most environmentally green products available.  Fike’s ECARO-25® (using 
DuPont™ FE-25™ as the fire-extinguishing agent) is the best, most cost-effective clean agent 
system available.  We offer a full line of leading-edge  
systems for a variety of applications:

• Cost-Effective Clean Agent Systems

• Green Inert Gas Systems

• Drop-in Halon Replacement

• In Cabinet / Small-Space Protection

• CO2 Systems  

fire alarm and life safety

Our code-compliant fire alarm systems with specialty detection utilize high quality equipment from industry-leading 
manufacturers. We have extensive experience in projects from small commercial buildings, to large high-rise facilities,  

to sprawling industrial complexes. Our NICET certified sales team, designers, 
project managers, and technicians strive to exceed  
our client expectations.
• Addressable, Conventional, and Networked Fire Alarm Systems

• Voice Evacuation  

• Linear Heat Detection

• Air Sampling

• Pre-action Sprinkler Detection & Control

emergency power shutdown management system (epsms) 

Fike’s Emergency Power Shutdown Management System (EPSMS) is 
designed to consolidate and control equipment emergency power off 
in a timely, efficient and coordinated manner. EPSMS is used in many 
applications to:

• De-energize equipment during a fire

• Close fire dampers and turn off HVAC to contain fire 

   and maintain proper concentration of fire suppressant

• Safely shutdown equipment during a flood or  

   sprinkler system discharge

• Help protect fire department personnel from electrocution when fighting a fire

Your Premier Providers of Life, Property 
and Asset Protection Solutions

714•257•2244 925•484•3701

www.fpsys.com
www.gotoitsi.com

Cal l  today for  your l i fe  safety evaluat ion.
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The best Flow Control Device and Total Piping System 
portfolio in the industry.

For over 89 years Apollo® Flow Controls has been committed to building quality products that 
our customers know they can depend on. Over 95% of our products are manufactured in our 
vertically integrated manufacturing facilities right here in the USA. We engineer, cast, machine, 
assemble and test in-house providing you our customer with the highest quality product.

www.apolloflowcontrols.com
customer service (704) 841-6000
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The Only Listed NSF 350C  
Greywater System

99.9999% BacteriaRemoval

AQUALOOP
Assured Performance with Low  
Maintenance and High Water Quality

Greywater  
Recycling

Rainwater  
Collection

CERTIFIED TO
NSF/ANSI 350 (C)

13630 San Antonio Drive  
Norwalk, California 90650

info@ wei laquatronics . com
www.wei laquatronics.com

Tel: 800-747-8677
Fax: 562-474-1327

Scales to > 30,000 GPD

Grey water and Rainwater Solut ions

Key projects - Proven Performance

NSF 350 Listing = No Costly 6 Month  
Field Test

Packaged and Custom Systems

LADBS and LA County  
Accepted!

Applications: Greywater from showers, laundry, and  
lavatories to use in cooling towers, toilet flushing,  
irrigation, and laundry.

Local Los Angeles Manufacturer’s Representative:



The upcoming November meeting sounds exciting as 
well. Having Mr. Michael Madsen, lead Sales Engineer 
from Grundfos CBS Inc., present on "Plumbing Basics" 
is sure to be informative and beneficial for your members. 
Learning about essential plumbing and pump concepts 
can be valuable for those in your industry. I hope your 
chapter continues to have successful and engaging 
meetings, and I'm sure your members are looking 
forward to the upcoming event with Mr. Madsen. If you 
have any more updates or announcements, feel free to 
share them.

Thank you for sharing the exciting news about the 
2024 ASPE Convention and Expo in Columbus, Ohio, 
scheduled for October 18 through 23. It's a great 
opportunity for members to enrich their knowledge and 
network with industry professionals. 

The process for selecting chapter delegates for the 
convention sounds fair and transparent. It's good to see 
that your chapter is prioritizing active involvement and 
participation in local meetings as an eligibility criterion. 
Having your Chapter President, VP Technical, and VP 
Legislative serve as the first three delegates is a sensible 
approach. I'm sure your members are looking forward 
to the event, and the selection of chapter delegates 
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CPMCA
California Plumbing & Mechanical

Contractors Association

645 West 9th Street
Suite 700
Los Angeles, CA  90015
chip@cpmca.org

Toll Free:  (877) 481-3040
Tel:  (213) 417-9177
Fax:  (213) 417-9180

www.cpmca.org

Chip Martin
Executive Director

President: continued from page 1

1006 Brighton Court 
Vacaville, California 95687

Brett Barron

C  714-904-2954
P  707-451-9335
F  707-451-9445

                  
brett@daybreaktech.com  
MANUFACTURERS’ REPRESENTATIVE

SoCal Account Manager

2500 E Imperial Hwy. #201         
Brea, CA. 92821-6121www.daybreaktech.com

will help ensure your chapter's representation is well-
rounded and can make the most of the convention's 
opportunities. If you have any more updates or 
information to share about the convention or any other 
chapter activities, please feel free to let me know.

I want to remind everyone that registration is mandatory 
via our LA Chapter website, as before. This helps us 
ensure accurate headcounts for the venue. Please note 
that we are not currently accepting online payments.

I'm delighted to share details about our chapter's annual 
family picnic, set for October 8th at the Elysian Park's 
Old Lodge Picnic Area near Dodger's Stadium. I'm sure 
everyone who attends will still appreciate the effort put 
into organizing the picnic, and it will be a memorable 
day for many. If you have any plans or updates regarding 
next year's picnic or any other chapter activities, please 
feel free to share.

Another exciting event on the horizon is the "Sporting 
Clay Event – Joint WOA and AYP event for ASPE – LA 
Chapter and ASPE OC" on October 15th, 2023. I look 
forward to hearing more about the details and updates 
on this event in our next month's report. 

Lastly, we are aiming for an annual dinner on January 
27, 2024, so please save that date. We are still looking 
for a venue. Additionally, if any manufacturer is 
interested in sponsoring a fishing trip, please reach out 
and let us know.

As always, your input is valuable to us. If you have 
any topics or ideas for our technical programs, don't 
hesitate to contact us or any board member. Keep an 
eye on your email for the next meeting invite, and I 
eagerly anticipate seeing all of you at our upcoming 
events.
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David Kelly
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Commercial  Water

Robert Galaviz
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(661) 221-2635 cell
robert.galaviz@raypak.com

2151 Eastman Avenue, Oxnard, CA 93030

1681 W. Second St., Pomona, CA 91766
Tel: 626-797-9710     Fax: 626-798-4659

Dawson Company partners with Lochinvar and proudly offers 
Lochinvar’s full product line.

• 10 Models to Choose
• 125,000 - 800,000 Btu/Hr
• SMART SYSTEM™ Operating Control
• Condensing Stainless Steel Heat Exchanger
• Package with Lock-Temp Tank
• 96% Thermal Efficiency
• 5:1 Turndown
• PVC/CPVC/Polypropelene or Stainless Steel up to 100 equivalent feet 

• Designed and Certified for Outdoor Use
• 5:1 Turndown
• Stainless Steel Heat Exchanger
• SMART SYSTEM™ Operating Control
• Perfectly Paired for Use with Outdoor Insulated Storage Tank 

Insulated Outdoor Lock-Temp Storage Tanks
• Lock-Temp Baffle
• Magnesium Anode Rods
• Glass-Lined Steel Tank
• ASME 125 psi Working Pressure - Standard
• ASME 150 psi Working Pressure - Optional
• Custom Sizes - Vertical or Horizontal
• 80% drawdown Capacity

WWW.DAWSONCO.COM or email us at:sales@dawsonco.com

T&S is proud to be a trusted name across a wide range of 
markets — staying at the forefront of today’s evolving 
industry and providing a vast selection of reliable 
solutions that meet required codes and compliances.

Learn more at tsbrass.com/markets.
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Find us in 

T&S plumbing products represented in Los Angeles by:  Delco Sales, LLC - 714-288-2444
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OUR PIPING SOLUTIONS

© 2013 The Lubrizol Corporation, all rights reserved. All marks are the property of The Lubrizol Corporation.
The Lubrizol Corporation is a Berkshire Hathaway company.
GC 130251
Feb 2013

For more than 50 years, The Lubrizol Corporation has been dedicated
to providing quality resources with More Inside™ – helping you work
more effi ciently and effectively with all Lubrizol CPVC piping systems.

ASPE-AUTHORIZED CEU COURSES: Advance your expertise
and improve your Certifi ed Plumbing Design status. 

3D BIM OBJECTS: Easily and accurately specify FlowGuard Gold®

and Corzan® systems, the fi rst CPVC systems available in BIM.

For your next project, specify Lubrizol CPVC systems, approved
across California (including Los Angeles city), for use in residential
and commercial applications.

Learn more about all of our innovative products and 
services at lubrizolcpvc.com or contact Rob Zagorski 
at rob.zagorski@lubrizol.com or 562.857.0755.

Follow us on Twitter 
at @LZ_CPVC.



First, the Ninth Circuit’s focus on “use” puts in question state and local regulations 
prohibiting or affecting—even indirectly—the “use” of natural gas in homes and 
buildings. Since 2019, over 70 state and local jurisdictions around the country have 
passed provisions requiring or incentivizing all-electric or zero-emissions new buildings 
and new construction in existing buildings, including many in California and Washington 
state.15  

EPCA preemption of local building codes 

Second, the Ninth Circuit observed that EPCA can also preempt local building 
codes. Building codes may survive preemption, however, under two circumstances. 
First, EPCA would not preempt any state or local regulation enacted or prescribed 
before 8 January 1987. Second, a state or local building code can survive EPCA 
preemption if the following seven requirements are met:16  

1. The code allows a builder to meet an energy consumption or conservation 
objective for a building by selecting items whose combined energy efficiencies 
meet that objective; 

2. The code does not specifically require any Covered Products to exceed federal 
standards for energy efficiency (unless granted a waiver from the secretary of 
energy); 

3. The code offers options for compliance on a “one-for-one equivalent energy 
use or equivalent cost basis”; 

4. The code bases any baseline building design used by the code on a building 
with covered products that do not exceed federal standards (unless granted a 
waiver from the secretary of energy); 

5. The code offers at least one optional combination of energy consumption-
related items that does not exceed federal standards for any covered product 
(assuming the code offers such combinations); 

6. The code frames any energy target as total energy consumption for the entire 
building; and 

7. The code uses test procedures specified in EPCA to determine the energy 
consumption of covered products.17  

According to the Ninth Circuit, Berkeley’s natural gas ban was in a building code that 
failed to meet these requirements. The CRA Decision indicates that courts will look to 
the outcome of a state or local regulation and see if it affects the “use” of a product 
covered by EPCA. If so, under the Ninth Circuit’s decision, EPCA preemption is likely 
triggered, and the state or local regulation is likely preempted, unless one of EPCA’s 
exceptions applies. EPCA preemption could conceivably also cover a plethora of other 
state and local regulations related to testing and labeling requirements,18 energy 
use,19 energy efficiency standards,20 and water use.21  

WHERE GAS BANS GO FROM HERE 

The Ninth Circuit may have struck down Berkeley’s natural gas ban, but other state and 
local bans and electricity mandates could still stand if they are within a building code 
that meets EPCA’s preemption exceptions. Other federal courts may also be ruling on 

continued from page 13
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similar cases in the future, which would affect state and local regulations in states 
outside of the Ninth Circuit and could create a conflict among the circuits.  

Stakeholders now face uncertainty regarding assumptions and projections made with 
now potentially defunct gas bans in mind. For instance, building owners and operators 
may have invested in electric appliances or infrastructure to comply with a local 
prohibition or mandate. Gas and electric utilities serving local jurisdictions subject to a 
natural gas ban may have designed integrated resource plans or other long-term energy 
plans with certain assumptions on the rise of electric service and the decline of gas. 
Local jurisdictions that have experienced difficulty implementing electricity infrastructure 
may use the CRA Decision to justify continued reliance on natural gas. Moreover, 
providers of renewable natural gas and hydrogen may market their fuel as a legally 
compliant, low-carbon alternative to investing in all-electric infrastructure. 

Furthermore, the CRA Decision may ease concerns by gas utilities faced with potential 
“stranded assets”—investments in infrastructure that have remaining useful life but have 
been retired early as a result of underutilization—due to state and local policies that are 
intended to reduce or wind-down consumption of natural gas. Such assets often give 
rise to thorny policy questions as to whether the utility or ratepayers should be 
responsible for these sunk costs, particularly when the investments were prudent when 
made. The Ninth Circuit’s confirmation that EPCA requires in many cases continued 
access to natural gas infrastructure by new customers supports continued prudent 
investment by utilities to meet this additional demand—and, accordingly, bolsters the 
case for cost recovery for these investments in utility rates. 

 
FOOTNOTES 
1 Cal. Rest. Ass’n v. City of Berkeley, No. 21-16278, 2023 WL 2962921 (Apr. 17, 2023) 
(CRA Decision). 

2 Ordinance § 12.80.040(A). 
3 Id. § 12.80.040(E). 
4 Id. § 12.80.010(H). 
5 42 U.S.C. § 6201 et seq. 

6 42 U.S.C. § 6297(c). This particular provision contains several exceptions, but the 
Ninth Circuit determined that none of the exceptions were applicable to this case. CRA 
Decision, 2023 WL 2962921 at *4. 
7 Cal. Rest. Ass’n v. City of Berkeley, 547 F. Supp. 3d 878, 891 (N.D. Cal. 2021). 
8 CRA Decision, 2023 WL 2962921 at *2. 
9 Id. at *4. 
10 Id. at *5.
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